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Devangas and Kaikkoiars had enough money to be able to
pay land revenue and taxes to the Government and rent to
the landlords in cash. It also helped them to pay for their
supply of salt, sophisticated textiles, the traditional gold
ornaments and such other articles which could not be
produced in the Palii settlements of Rayalaseema. Above
all, commerce was acting as an effective link between
different political regions in the Empire in general and
Rayalaseema in particular.
It is clear from the above that any serious study of
the economic conditions in Rayalaseema during the period
under review should include the following aspects (1)
Institutional frame work (2) the role of the merchant
communities (3) the transit duties levied on goods
transported between two markets (4) Coinage, Weights and
measures (5) Transportation. Now we shall discuss these
aspects one after the other.
As far as the institutional frame work is concerned,
ft is necessary to state the formation and organization of
Santalu or weekly fairs in the rural areas. In acfditton to the
epigraphlcal evidence from Rayalaseema, the evidence from
neighbouring Kannada districts also throw light on this
important institution during the Vijayanagara period. As a
counterpart of Santalu in rural areas, Petas or Bazaars
existed in urban areas. Vijayanagara city itself was a big
bazaar where merchants from various linguistic provinces
including Rayalaseema gathered for larger transactions. First
we shall discuss the role of SantaW in the infernal